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1. Analyze/assess The Role of The Theatre/Acting in Hamlet, and more broadly the role role-playing, disguise, and deception in the play.  

2. Analyze/Assess Hamlet as a trauma narrative, with the option to expand it into a comparative analysis with Sun Also Rises as trauma narratives. To what extent does  Hamlet manifest the classic symptoms of PTSD: retrenchment, repetition, dissociation, displacement, diversion, madness/idee fixee, loss of impulse control, hyper-vigilance et al 
3. Character Analysis: Analyze/assess Hamlet as an artiste manqué, or develop a comparative analysis of Hamlet and Jake Barnes as artiste manques.  

4. Character Analysis: Analyze the diverse elements of Hamlet’s character, in terms of the following:

· His introspection

· His Madness

· His inscrutability, flair for intrigue, deception, cunning.
· His Misogyny, his attitude toward women, toward the patriarchal order of Elsinore

· His use of language

· His artistic nature: his relation to the theatre, the play within the play, role-playing, directing

· His satiric attacks 

· His sado/masochism, degeneration 

· His metaphysical questioning of providential universe

· How he changes over the course of the play 

· His fear of damnation

· His conflicted, dual nature

4. Character Analysis: Analyze another character in the drama: Claudius, Polonius, Gertrude, Ophelia, Laertes, Horatio etc. 

· Analyze various aspects of their character, 

· if  they change, 

· their relation to stock characters (Good Counsel, Vice Figure, Chaste maiden Machiavellian Villain), 

· to patriarchal authority; 

· as foils/mirrors to other characters, 

· discuss in terms of the imagery associated with the character.

5. Satire: Analyze/Assess the satiric elements of Hamlet, the things it may be attacking or criticizing, and the means by which it does so: dialogue, actions, imagery etc.  

6. Rhetorical/Stylistic: Imagery: Assess Shakespeare’s use of imagery in Hamlet. Discuss the significance of the various image patterns that recur in the drama, what they reveal about respective characters, how they reinforce the play’s themes.

7. Feminist: Analyze/Assess Hamlet from a feminist perspective, focusing on its depiction of male and female characters, the extent to which it traffics in gender stereotypes, misogyny, gender inequality, and/or a patriarchal value system.   
8. The Influence of Aristotle’s Classical Tragedy: To what extent do Hamlet (the play) & Hamlet (the character) conform to or depart from Aristotle’s traditional notions of tragedy. Discuss in terms of the following:

· Aristotle’s definition of tragedy

· Greatness of protagonist

· Scope, magnitude of his fall

· Tragic flaw or mistake in judgment (harmatea)

· Responsibility for actions, fate vs free will

· Enlightenment at end (anagnorisis)

· Reversal of fortune, or turning point (peripateia)

· Climax, ending (denouement)

9. Revenge Tragedy Influence: To what extent do the play and the character of Hamlet conform to or depart from (subvert) the traditional criteria of the Kydian Revenge Tragedy. Discuss in terms of the following: 
· Ghost

· Madness

· Delay

· Suicide

· Degeneration of revenger

· Machiavellian villain

· Elimination of all accomplices

· Play within the play, role of theatre

· Attitude toward revenge

10. Classical and/or Medieval Influences: Assess the influence of Classical drama (Seneca) and medieval Drama (the Mystery & Morality Plays) on Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Discuss in terms of the following:
· Introspective nature of protagonist, psychological insights

· philosophical questioning

· psychomachea (struggle between good and evil (Good counsel vs Vice Figure) 
· Vice Figure vs Machiavellian villain; biblical figures vs symbolic personifications

· role of disguise
· personification of Evil/Devil, symbolical incarnation of Evil

· ending in which world of play is cleansed of evil 
11. Comparative Analysis/Films: Develop a comparative analysis between the written and film versions of the play, focusing on the Hamlets of Laurence Olivier, Kenneth Branaugh, Mel Gibson and/or other film versions. Assess the choices made in terms of cuts, casting, the performances of one or more characters, lighting, set, costumes, action. Take particular passages and assess the ways in which the directors/actors dramatized them.       
